
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 
 

 
Dear families, staff and students, 

 

Welcome to Week 9 and all that it offers. 

 

Prayers: 

This week we keep in our prayers: Mrs Brunjes, our cleaner who is recovering from surgery, Mrs. Karen Madden, Alan 

Roth and Heidi Pringle.  We pray for Mrs Lazaro who is attending the funeral of her uncle, Kenneth Bayliss, on 

Friday. We keep all members of our community in our prayers, especially those who need them 

most at this time.  

 

Sydney/Canberra: 

It was a tired, yet animated group of students who returned home on Saturday 

afternoon after an exciting week in Sydney and Canberra.  The extended trip 

home provided yet another story for parents to hear. 

 

Whilst we had some rain, our day in the snow was magical and the rain 

certainly didn’t dampen any enthusiasm!  Highlights varied from student to 

student and included: 

Royal Australian Mint – seeing Titan the robot in action 

Questacon – the free fall 

National Museum – Phar Lap’s heart 

Parliament House  

Australian War Memorial 

 

The trip was supported by the yearlong fundraising efforts of parents, grandparents 

and staff.  We again thank them for their tireless efforts.  We also sincerely thank all 

the community organisations who donated goods or provided opportunities for our 

fundraising to occur.  

 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the national capital 

as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian 

Government contributed funding of $80 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program 

towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion. 

 

I was very proud of our learners and we received many complements from venue staff and from strangers at airports 

about their manners and behaviour.  Thank you to Mrs Opperman, Mrs Evans and Mr Roth for their care and support 

of the learners whilst we were away. 

 

Professional Learning: 

This week our teachers continue to be upskilled with using the Office 365 suite of tools.  We are also refining our 

Parent Portal as a way of communicating with you.  In readiness, you can download the BCE Connect app from the 

App Store and select St. Joseph’s Gayndah as a favourite.  
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Samsung Cup: 

Best wishes to all our netballers for the Samsung Cup being played in Bundaberg over the weekend.  Thank you to all 

who have helped them prepare, especially Miss O’Connor and Mrs Baker. 

 

Sports News: 

Well done to our Red Ball & Green Ball tennis players for representing the school last week in Bundaberg. 

Congratulations to Shelby Rowles, Abigail Driver and Sienna Slattery for being selected to compete at the State 

athletics trials in Cairns in October. Congratulations also to Lizzie Roth for selection in the Wide Bay cricket team at 

Wynnum in November.  

 

NAPLAN: 

NAPLAN reports for Years 3 and 5 are begin sent home tomorrow.  The results were pleasing, especially with regard 

to Numeracy.  A reminder that these results are from one test on one day of your child's learning journey. Parents, if 

you have any questions regarding this report, please arrange to speak with your child's teacher. 

 

Lost Property: 

Our lost property box is full to overflowing.  If you have any missing items, please check in the box located on the 

verandah, outside the Office. 

 

September 11: A reflection 
With tragic irony, on 7 September in 2001 the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution 

that September 21 would be observed as an International Day of Peace, beginning in 2002. This 

resolution was passed in New York four days before the attack on the World Trade Centre and the 

Pentagon. September 11 has changed our world just as it has changed our language.  

 

The language of discourse and debate, the language of persuasion and polemic used by governments, by the media, 

and by people from all walks of life, now focuses on terrorism. Such language in turn focuses on fear, reprisal, border 

protection, militarism, and weapons of mass destruction. It fuels and is fuelled by a climate of suspicion and 

xenophobia. Yet, says Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh, the root of terrorism "cannot be located by the military. 

Bombs and missiles cannot reach it, let alone destroy it. The root of terrorism is misunderstanding, hatred and 

violence. Terror is in the human heart. We must remove this from the heart. Only with the practice of deep listening 

and compassion can the root of terror be transformed and removed. Darkness cannot be dissipated with more 

darkness. Only light can dissipate darkness. 

 

" September 21, the International Day of Peace, is a time for us to pause, to shift our focus - and 

our language - and strive to fulfil the United Nations' tangible goal, that of establishing a twenty-

four hour global cease-fire and commitment to non-violence. If we can create even one day of 

peace, perhaps then - in our lives, in our communities and in the larger world - we can create a 

culture of peace, one step at a time. If we can create one day of peace by looking deeply into our 

own hearts, perhaps we can transform and remove the terror that lies embedded there. If we can 

create one day of peace by refraining from the discourse of fear, blame and reprisal, perhaps we 

can recover the language of dialogue. 

 

This September 21 we can find comfort and direction in the words of the encyclical Pacem in Terris written by Pope 

John XXIII during the height of the Cold War and nuclear threat. Forty years on the Vatican has decided to republish 

this remarkable letter on peace because of the pervading and debilitating climate of fear in the world at large. John 

concludes his encyclical with the prayer: "May Christ inflame the desires of all people to break through the barriers 

which divide them, to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to learn to understand one another and to pardon those 

who have done them wrong. Through his power and inspiration, may all people welcome each other to their hearts as 

brothers and sisters, and may the peace they long for ever flower and ever reign among them." (#171)  

 

May the peace all people of good will long for "flower and ever reign among us," and may our hearts continue to go 

out to those whose lives have been irreparably scarred by the events of September 11, the Bali bombing and other acts 

of hate-filled destruction.  

 
© 2003 - Patty Fawkner SGS - Uniya Jesuit Social Justice Centre 

 

Every blessing, 

 

Terese 



 
 

 

Welcome to Week 9 

Terese and I are sometimes asked how we at St Joseph’s support students who are not 

progressing in their learning. We do this by ensuring, with absolute focus, that all our 

students are exposed to effective teaching and learning practices every hour of every 

school day. The good news is that there is plenty of research to inform us which 

strategies have the most impact on student learning. It is these high impact evidence-

based practices that make the difference to student learning and, amongst all the 

programs and possibilities that you may read about, it is these practices that our 

teachers utilise day in and day out. 

 

These practices include explicit and direct teaching of the curriculum, providing 

descriptive feedback to students about their learning, use of the gradual release of 

responsibility framework and regular formative assessment of student learning to ensure 

intentional and responsive teaching. When students are not progressing in their learning, 

we do not immediately refer them to a small group or individual program outside the 

classroom. Instead, we carefully examine our evidence-based practices increasing the 

intensity and focus on these within the classroom, lesson by lesson. Why? Because when 

students are exposed to these practices throughout the day, every day, we know they 

will progress in their learning. 

 

Small group and individualised targeted intervention may be necessary if students are not 

progressing as expected in spite of best classroom practice. This is only effective when 

the support team - including parents - have a clear understanding about why the student 

is not learning. The team then develops a curriculum-focussed learning target using data 

to regularly monitor student progress with an agreed end date once the learning goal has 

been achieved. Students learn best in the classroom with their teacher and engage in 

highly effective teaching practices. 

 

If you have any concerns about your child's progress, please make an appointment with 

your child's teacher to discuss your concerns. Our teachers work closely with our 

learning support staff to examine student work samples, reflect on and refine our 

practices and collaboratively plan for student learning of the curriculum. 



 

International Day of PEACE 

Each year, the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September. 

Established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution, Peace Day provides a globally shared 

date for all humanity to commit to peace above all differences and to contribute to building a 

culture of peace. This will be our theme for our school Mass next Friday at 9am. Mass will be led 

by our Yr 1/2 class and we hope to see you there! 

 

 
Prayer of St Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life. 

 

 

 

Celebration of Learning  

Following a school Mass next Friday, our parents, families and friends are invited to celebrate 

their child's learning progress with us. Each student will discuss a work sample with you as they 

respond to the following 5 key questions: 

 

What are you learning? 
How are you doing? 
How do you know? 
How can you improve? 
Where do you go for help? 
 
Classrooms will be open from 10am to 10:40am in the morning. The student-led discussion is the 

focus of the visit and we hope you can share in with our Term 3 celebrations of learning. We hope 

to see you there! 

 

 

Bec 



 

 

 What ’s happening….. 
Prep Liturgy    

Thursday 13 September, 2:15pm  

Yr 3 Assembly 

Friday 14 September, 2:30pm 

Samsung Netball Cup 

Saturday 15 – Sunday 16 September   

School Mass 

Friday 21 September, 9am 

Celebration of Learning 

Friday 21 September, 10am  
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2019 ENROLMENTS 

Prep enrolments for 2019 are open! If you have a sibling or a friend or 

family member interested in joining the St Joey’s family,  please drop into 

the office for an enrolment pack! 

 

TUCKSHOP  

Thank you to this week’s Tuckshop helpers: Lisa Baker (Zoe), Maria 

McCosker, Jen Hitchcock, Leah Roth and Sarah Webster 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

There are currently a number of items in the lost property box, currently located outside the office 

also. Please check to see if any of these belong to your student 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ST JOSEPH’S FETE 2018 
All members of our school community are warmly 

invited  
to a Fete meeting  

18th September at 6pm at the staffroom.  
Help shape this year’s fete  

and be a part of something special! 
 

Week 7 
Kiera Driver, Donald MacGregor, Trader Ahern, Mark McCosker, 

Mac Ahern, Maizie Doyle and Zoe Baker 
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TENNIS HOT SHOTS:  

Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon for Term 3, 2018 at the Gayndah Tennis complex, Barrow 

Street, for players to come and join Tennis Australia's National program, conducted by Bundaberg 

Tennis Academy Tennis Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots of fun & games to suit all levels.  Also, 

Cardio Tennis from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.  Registration is Essential for "Learn n Play" for 

students.  Cardio for Adults Registration please.  Please phone Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 


